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Global Dating & Romance Scams Thriving and Attacking the Elderly 

RomanceScamsNow.com released their 2014 Dating Scam Survey Results today, showing that online 

dating scams are thriving and that as many as two thirds of those active in online dating websites have 

been contact by a scammer, and sending thousands of dollars to these frauds.   

Doral Florida, August 24, 2014:  PerfectReputations®, publisher of the website RomanceScamsNow.com 

released their 2014 Dating Scam Survey Results today.   

The survey was conducted during September 2014, and was answered by visitors to their 

RomanceScamsNow.com website, which has over 50,000 visits per month.  The results confirmed that 

online dating scams are thriving and that as many as two thirds of those active in online dating websites 

have been contact by a scammer, and sending thousands of dollars to these frauds.   

RomanceScamsNow.com is a leading anti-romance and dating scammer website, that lists hundreds of 

thousands of known or suspected scammers by their email addresses, social media accounts, and the 

real or stolen photos they use to lure new victims.  According to the CEO of PerfectReputations®, Dr. Tim 

McGuinness “Romance Scams remain one of the largest, most profitable, and insidious of all Internet 

Scams!.”  He says, “Online romance scams victimize tens of thousands of lonely trusting people around 

the globe, and may be stealing as much a US$1,000,000,000.00 (one billion) per year!” 

The 2014 RomancsScamsNow.com survey showed some expected and surprising results, according to 

Dr. McGuinness “Our survey showed that most online dating sites are flooded with scammers, including 

some of the best known and popular websites, and that more than half of the individuals who have had 

contact with a dating scammer have sent them money under one pretext or another!”  He goes on to 

state that “this is one of the most agonizing aspects of this kind of online fraud; that it targets the most 

vulnerable – those looking for a connection, and when they find it – the scammers use social and 

behavioral engineering techniques to manipulate their victims to send them their life savings.”  While 

these results are not unknown “It is surprising that with Billion Dollar lawsuits and more awareness than 

ever, this kind of fraud is not reducing.” 

According to RomanceScamsNow.com’s survey, it would appear that the multi-billion dollar online 

dating industry is in dire shape.  “Most online dating sites in my experience, and our survey confirms 

this, care more about the number of profiles they can advertise to attract subscribers, than keeping 

their real customers safe from scams.” Says Dr. McGuinness, “In fact, some of the largest dating sites are 

little more than a facilitator for this online crime spree.  While some do carefully screen, most do not, 

and seem not to care about the thousands of victims their websites create.”  He goes on “what is worse 

is what it does to the victims themselves.  Most are elderly, 45% are over 50, and 15% are over 60, who 

think they have found true love at last, only to find that they are just being victimized by a callous 

scammer from Western Africa, Russia, or the Philippines.  This destroys their faith in themselves, leaving 

them vulnerable to depression and suicide.”  According to the survey results, over 61.5% had sent 

money to a scammer.  Additionally he said that “local African governments do almost nothing to control 

this!  They see it as a profitable enterprise for their countries.  Ghana is the worst, and with thousands of 

reports to their police, not one arrest has resulted.” 



RomanceScamsNow.com has been a strong advocate for reform in the Online Dating Industry for more 

than a decade, as well as helping thousands of victims both confirm that they are being scammed, and 

serving as a resource to the pitifully small law enforcement efforts of nations around the world. 
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Summary Results from the 2014 Dating Scam Survey: 

When active online daters were asked:  

1: “Would you say major dating website are overrun with Romance Scammers?”  74% responded that 

there were too many scammers and almost all profiles are dating scammers now! 

2: “Which [websites] do you think has the most Dating Scammers?”  25.6% responded that it was 

Match.com and 10.2% said Badoo.com, 61.5% said Other 

3: “Have you ever been touched by a Dating Scammer?”  76% responded they had been contacted by a 

romance scammer 

4: “Have you or someone you know sent money to a scammer?” 12.8% had sent more than $10,000; 

12% had sent between $2,000 & $10,000; 10.2% had sent between $1,000 and $2,000; and 25.6% had 

sent less than $1,000; 38.4% had not sent money to a dating scammer 

5: “Did a Dating Scammer ever ask you for money?” 84.6% responded Yes – 15.3% for an “emergency”; 

23% for an expense; 12.8% for legal documents; 33.3% for travel expenses 

6: “Where are most of the Dating Scammers?” 84.6% responded Western Africa (which includes Ghana 

& Nigeria); 7.7% from the Americas; 5.1% from the Philippines; and only 2.6% Russia and Eastern Europe 

7: “What is your age range?” 46% 50 to 60 years old; 15.3% over 60; 15% between 30 and 40; 12.8% 

under 30; and 10.2% 40 to 50 

8: “What would you most like to see happen?” 43.5% responded they would like the scammer arrested; 

17.9% they would like their money back; 15.3% want the identity of the scammer publicized 

9: “Will you continue to use online dating websites?” 41% responded that Yes they will continue to date 

online but that it will be had to trust; 25.6% said they have given up on online dating 
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